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Baffled and bruised

Who is to blame?

Civil society and political parties point at ‘faulty security and misled souls’ for the

murder of Sbahbaz Bhatti

@ PEER MUHAMMAD
ISLAMABAD

The second high profile
murder in the federal capi-
tal in barely two months
left the country baffled and
even more bruised. With
the assassination of Federal
Minister for Minorities
Shahbaz Bhatti, civil society
and leaders seemed clueless
over the state of security and
were left with only one av-
enue—to condemn the act.

As different questions bog-
gled the mind of the common
man, political parties and
civil society representatives
condemned the assassina-
tion, blaming the “security
apparatus and religious fa-
natics for the act”.

Worker’s Party Pakistan
(WPP) in a statement issued
here on Wednesday warned
of a civil war if those charged
with protecting the public
peace continued to renege
on their basic function.

The WPP said that the as-
sassination of yet another
high-level government func-
tionary in broad daylight
barely two months after the
murder of Punjab governor
indicates that after three
years of elected rule the gov-
ernment has failed to curb
the rising tide of extremism.
“Very little internal reform
has taken place,” the party
said in its statement.

WPP President Abid Hasan
Minto, General Secretary
Akhtar Hussain and
Information Secretary Asha
Amirali in a joint statement
said that the assassination
of Shahbaz Bhatti is yet an-
other attempt to inculcate
fear in society and silence the
voices of those who call for
the supremacy of democratic
institutions.

“The so-called ‘war on
terror’ is further radicalis-
ing our society and increas-
ing the tide of intolerance
and bigotry,” the state-
ment said. The WPP leaders
noted that ethnic radicali-
sation continues to inten-
sify in Balochistan where
the elected government is
helpless to hold the security
apparatus to account for ex-
trajudicial killings and kid-
nappings of political activists
and students.

The WPP condemned the
‘petty bickering’ between
the two major political par-

GRIEF: A woman mourns Bhatti's death (above), Bhatti's mother
mourns her son’s death (top right), activists’ scuffle with the police
at the hospital (centre right), Bhatti's sister grieves over his death
(bottom right). PHOTOS: AFPAFP MUHAMAAD JAVAID/QAZI USMAN
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ties - the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and the Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-
N)- and said that at this
juncture both should dem-
onstrate responsibility and
take concrete steps to ration-
alise the operation of all state
institutions and cleanse the
security apparatus of extrem-
istideologies.

Awami Party Pakistan (APP)
in a statement described the
minister’s assassination as
an act of fanaticism, term-
ing it “inhumane”. “The re-
ligious extremists want to
transform the country into
a fanatic state,” said a party
representative.

Moreover, Hasan Nasir and
Ayub Malik of the APP con-
demned the establishment
for using religious bigotry
as a tool. This is how voices
against discriminatory laws
are silenced, said Malik.

They blamed the prime
minister for compromising
with “fanatics”. “Had Prime
Minister Cilani taken stern
action against the killer of
Salmaan Taseer, this tragedy
would not have happened,”

he added.

Wasim Wagha, a civil soci-
ety activist condemned the
act, saying that it was an act
of the “defeated elements”.
“This is against humanity,
Islam and human values,”
he said.

“There are some elements
which are using religion for
violence and it has gone up to
a dangerous level,” he said.

Wagha added that the
government should have
ensured the security of the
minister who was already on
the hit-list of the ‘religious
extremists’.

Renowned poet Iftikhar
Arif also strongly condemned
the “gruesome” murder, say-
ing it was a shameful act for
Muslims, Pakistanis and our
society.

“It distorts the image of our
country and invites condem-
nation from across the world.
It shows that no one is safe
and secure in the country,”
he said.

Rector International
I[slamic University Professor
Fateh Muhammad Malik
said that the act is against
Islamic teachings and the-
ory of Allama Igbal. “I don't
think the persons could be
Muslims. It might be a con-
spiracy against Pakistan,” he
added.

Civil society activist Tahira
Abdullah refused to com-
ment on the issue. “lamin a
state of mourning and grief,
what is happening around
us? I cannot comment,” she
said.




